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DETAILED ACTION 

The indicated allowability of claim 1 1 is withdrawn in view of the newly 
discovered reference(s) to Aoki et al (US patent no. 6,595,473). Rejections based on 
the newly cited reference(s) follow. 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

Claims 1-9 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. Claim 1 , line 8, "spring clip in which the at 
least two holding members can be engaged" is vague and indefinite as it is not clear 
whether the holding members are engaged to each other or to the spring clip. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

Claims 1-3 and 6-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Aoki et al (US patent no. 6,595,473). Aoki discloses a support device (figure 7) 
comprising the means of support comprises two holding members (89, figure 7) each 
made in the form of a half-cylindrical body (90, 90'), a spring clip (92 and 93) in which 
the two holding members (89) can be engaged, wherein the spring clip rests on an 
intermediate mount (61 , figure 7) that bears on an anchor plate (28, figure 2); wherein 
each body has a flat face (flat surfaces adjacent 48, figure 7) provided with at least one 
longitudinal furrow (the channel where tube 2 rests) in which a fire-detection capillary 
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can be placed; wherein the support device comprises at least two metal shells (flanges 
58) that can be arranged around the holding members (89); wherein each shell is made 
in the form of a part (flanges 58) capable of fitting around part of the exterior of the 
holding members; clip holder (56) being positioned around the shells. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Miyamoto et al (US patent no. 6,668,865) in view of Aoki et al (US patent no. 
6,595,473). Miyamoto discloses a support device (figure 5) comprising the means of 
support comprises two holding members (37) each made in the form of a half-cylindrical 
body (37); wherein each body (37) has a flat face provided with at least one longitudinal 
furrow (38) in which a fire-detection capillary can be placed; wherein each body has a 
side wall in which longitudinal recesses (recesses between 37a) are formed; wherein 
each longitudinal recess is enclosed by two end shoulders (37a); wherein it comprises 
at least two metal shells (26a) that can be arranged around the holding members (37); 
wherein each shell is made in the form of a part capable of fitting around part of the 
exterior of the holding members; clip holder (, 35, 36) being positioned around the shells 
(26a); a spring clip (24 and 25) in which the two holding members (37) can be engaged. 
However, Miyamoto does not disclose the spring clip rests on an intermediate mount 
that bears on an anchor plate. 

Aoki discloses a support device (figure 7) comprising the means of support 
comprises two holding members (89, figure 7) each made in the form of a half- 
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cylindrical body (90, 90'), a spring clip (92 and 93) in which the two holding members 
(89) can be engaged, wherein the spring clip rests on an intermediate mount (61, figure 
7) that bears on an anchor plate (28, figure 2). It would have been obvious to have 
provided an intermediate mount on the spring clip of Miyamoto for engagement with an 
anchor plate as such means of supporting spring clip is old and well-known in the art as 
demonstrated by Aoki. 

Claims 9 and 12 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the rejection(s) 
under 35 U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to include all of 
the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-9 and 12 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Korie H. Chan whose telephone number is 571-272- 
6816. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, J. Allen Shriver can be reached on (571)272-6698. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Korie H. Chan/ 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3632 
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